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only & moderate number of beaver. In fact, he found it "most

cstrange"™ that any beaver st11ll remeined. and he was pleaced that
»is traps continued to rroduce & "good businese" considering the
estremely cold WEat%er.BSB

It had been Ogden's intention to pass the winter at his
former quarters near the Jjunctlon of tre Zortnzuf and Snarze Rivers,
but he learned from the Indians that there werc no burffalo there
and trat Dlackfoot ralders had been making 1ife miserable for the
nativee. Also his horses, mere "skin and bone," wers in no condi-
tion for such a long trip. Ther=fors he spent the next month and
e hal? on the u>per Jortaeuf River and along the lower Eear River,
wrer2 grass anl buffalo were somotimes aveilsble. A large consl-
deratisn was the ~raparation of driesd bufalo mect ior thre romeward
journey.

The weatber during mcet of the perlod was severc. cne of the
men became seriously 111 on Februzary 14. Ogden g~v: him an emetlc,
but when the patient still complained three days later, the leader
gaid, "I have -iven him ell the purges and vomits I had. and it 1s
his duty to recover, for he can exvect no longer any asclstance
from ae, " O0%

On March 24, near the junctlion of the Rear &nd Yaled Rivers,
tjered his winter hunt ended. He then had 1300 beaver

Qpd2n con

=

m

and otter velts and was looklng forward to spring trapoing along the
nymboldt., Setting a course for the latter stream, he ratraced his

eastward track for most of the distance., Z2 route he detached a
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narty under Charles Flante to trap on Raft River =and to return to
Port Nez Percés by the route of 1726, Orden was left with only
fourteen men.

On April 2 it wes discovered that Indisns hzd stolen two horses.
"We sre too lenient towards thecse wretches," he noted in his Journal,
"put the erzat dif iculty is to diccriminate between the sullty and
tre innocent." QOrden did noi feal tno much sense of loss, however,
since nne nf the missing animals wae "of little valus" and "both
belong "to our harse ruard who ag he dnes not trap will not injure
returns, but nblire kim %o herform the remainder of his jouruney from
this to Fort N=z Percez on foot, " 00

Twe Funboldt a short distance above 1te junctisn with the Rorth
Fork wes rasched on fAnril 10, 1329. The brirale followed dowmn' the
main stream, tracoine with indifferent succese as 1t went., On the
vay a long detnur was made northward uc Maggle oreex and on tbe the
headwaters of the South Fork nf the Owyhee River. The upper waters
of the letter were hunted intensively 1n accordance with Governor
cimoson's policy of creating a "fur desert." Yat Orden had a few
twing2e of conscience., "It is scarcely credible what a destructlon
~f beaver [hzs orcurred] by trapoing this gesson," he noted; "within
the vest “ew daye unwards of fifty famales have bean taken and on
an averare esch with {our young ready to litter. Did we not hold
thig Country by so slight a tenure it would be most to our interest
t» trap only in the fall. and by this mode it would takxe many
356

years to ruin 1t.



When the yield of furs bagzan to dron off eisnificantly Ogden
tarned about =2nd “esded back for his Unknown River. Following a
gsuthwest courcse, trz m2n reached thelr goal some distance sast of
the present Wianemucca on “Yay 9, 1829, Ogden and his jparty now
ctarted to tran downstream to th2 river's discharce into the lake
6of ~hich he *ad b2sn told the nrevious November. Hunting was good
but much handicaraed by 2 lack of traps. Yara than 2 hundred traps
rai been lost since the expedition started, about h=lf »f threm
stolen by Indi~ns, ™ Yay 13 on¥y sighty-two ramained.357 dgden
hooed that 2 "stack" of new trans would be waitins at Fort Yancouver,
but he we2e nnt optimistic that such advance yrzparations for his
next exn2ditinn would »~v: been ma2de. 4S5 2 result, 2 worrled,

"we shall again . . . lose hall our fall hunt . . . froz the late
sa22s80n we stzrt."358
- Yumbbldt Sink -was-réached pn>¥ayi129,.1529. _The Indians*"in

thie vicinity were :atremely annoying, stealing traps and horses
and sttemptiag to murder detached hunters at th:ir vocatlon. A
party of more that 200 natlves a~oroached the czmp the nest day,
but observin- th=at the traovers wer: in a postur: of defense they
made neace. Ogden l:ter told ‘crourhlin that althoug® he had
exnerienrad sevaral narrow =2scaves during various eipeditions, "he
never ran grestor Rlsks ~7 belns cut off with his whole :arty"

tv an durinc this e-isnde near the mouth of the “umbﬂldt.359 From
trese Indisns Orien heardi of 2 river hnving abundsnt sz2lmon and

distant an el ht days' march -- undoubtzdly today's Truckeed River.
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Onden believed thot ~nnd besvor stresms mirht lie tn the south,
and he told the nutivee they would rsee him arain in thre= montha.Béo

On “ay 31 Orden decided that hie party wec too weak to contlnue
the advance, £~ he turned beck urp the Bumbnldt bound for Fort Nez
cercés. WHe denarted fron Bls outward route beyond the Little
Humboldt end tre Canta Rosa Ranpe to taxke a more northwardly »ath
be“ore turninr westward to rejnin wie nld trail south of Alvord Lake.
X-ap the north end of Stez2ns ¥ount~in Opden tnld his men of his
intention to co to the Tnlumbla by way nf Silvies ?iver inseedd of
by the mores direct ¥alheur R1ver-Grande Ronde route. baczuse he
hoped to tzxe =nother 200 pe~ver by so doing. Fome 0. the men,
glready shert ~f srovislons, objected, but the leader's will
crevalled.

Thus on June 13 the narty crosged the north end nf tSteens
Vountzin and the next dey =rrived =t the “zmilisr Malheur Lake.
tscending .Silvies River, Ogden croesed Sunflower Flat to the Couth
Fork of the Jnhn Day River. Travel down this lstter str=2=z2m was
axtremely hard on the horses, and Opden feared that many nf them
would h=ve to be left behind. DBut on July 2 the szrty re=ched a
camn of Cnake Indians buslly envaced in takins ea2lmon., Yore then
200 -dried “ish were nurchased, and the men nance a-ain had full

half
tomache and heopy dispositions. "Canadlans 2re certainly strange

0

beings," Cwden reflected; "in the morning more curses were bestowed
on me than & carson would bestow bleselngs i{n a2 month, and now they

~ind themselves rich in fond with a Telr arnspact of soon re-ching
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tha end of treir journey I am 1n the npinion of all a clever fellow
for coming thie way."361
From this cam: the brigzade soon turned up the Yorth Fork of
John Day River and followed it about as far as the pres:znt Dale.
Yere the party left the strean and turned north over the Elue

-

Yountains. Cince the route to Fort Nez ~ercés was now familiar to

¢, 362

0

most o7 tre men, ‘gden and two companions went on ahe~d on July
It is not known when the leader dragged hime-1f into walla halla,
but he and s-me of his men reached Fort Vancouver on July 24, 1329,
and the rest of his people arrived on August 1.363
vcuoughlin wae highly pleased with the results of Opden's
fifth Snake excedition. "Hls Returns are better thran last year and
amount including with what hils people traied here and 1in the Interlor
to four thousand Beaver, and in my opinion remarkaoly well dressed
gnd in the hichest state of preservaticn, which, wren it is consi-
dered some éf these Furs rave bezn Carried on Horees backs through
the Country since lasst fall winter % Summer, certzinly does him
gre=t cradit." Although not bound to do so, the decartmentzl
manager pald the trapcters an extra shilling for each made beaver
"to avall ourselves of the great csre they have taken of trelr furs.
“cLouphlin later sald that the eipedition had cleared E3141.7.10.
The 4000 nelts, he added, were "the best dressed bezaver I have ever
geen," and he redicted that due to the care with which they had been
cleaned and handled they would be worth one quarter more than "former

" 365

nzke Besver.

n364
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During Or~den's absence imnertant ch=nres in nnlicy concerning
the Snake Country exnedltions hed teken nlace, Governnr Georege
cimnson had reached Fort Vancouver on October 25, 1528, on his
cecond inspsction tour »f tre Jolumbla Jenartmant. With his ususal
thoroughnees he reviewed every agnect of the firm's operaticns west
i tha Rockies. In sencral he wes pleased with McLourhlin's
management and with the progress which had been mzde since 1825,

"e

He was narticularly zratified by the success of his "fur
desert" camnaign in the Snake Country. "I cannot ouit the subject
of our Trappinr sxneditions," he revortad to the Governor and
Sommittee in London, "without exoressins my utmost satisfaction

with the zeal, =ctivity and perseverence manifected by Chief Trader

Ogden, in tre very arduosus Service nn which he hag been employed
366

"

Simpson now considered the Snzke Couatry "much exhausted,"
but thought trat if American ooposition could be eliminatad the
region would "afford employment" for a Comndany brizade of thirty or
forty men for several years 1o come, "while it even defrays the
eanenses of such a party,"” he told the directors, "we consider 1t
g2 gond rolicy to kezo them in thst quarter."367 In short, the
Snake exn2ditions had l=arrely accomolished thelr assigned task but
were tn be maintained on =2 modest scale tn make certain that the
"sonrched esrth" remained scorched and hence unattractive to
comoetitors. Alsn, the velte from the Snzke Jountry still made up

2 significant sortion of the Columbla Department's returns.368
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The "Little Znperor" was quite sanguine in his eicectations
trat American compvetition could be at least greztly reduced. He
believed the tra:pers from ¥issourl and Yew Mexico, thou:h numerous,
were poorly organized and insufficiently financed. The proprietors
of the several American concerns and the outfitters ol the southern
expeditions were, he maintained, "merely adventurers who have nothing
tolose." T2 did not belleve they possessed the capital required "to
seat themselves down in regular epposition."369

As for the condutors of varties, he dismissed them condescendini¥y
as "men who hzve been common Trapcers and therefore Dpossess no
influence.” But his highest scorn was reserved for the ordinary
mount=2in men. The American travppers, he wrote in ¥arch, 1829, were
"senerally svezking, rceovle of the worst character, run-aways from
Jails, and outcasts from Society." He clalmed that thece men were
so insubordinate that the Company "might repeztedly have broken up
their narties" had it wanted to seduce them rfrom their leaders, but
not wishing to risk infecting its own traupers by contact with such
rebellious s.irits the firm allowed "as little intercourse as

sossible between them and our people,"

He asserted, with some lack
of cendnr, that the concern's officers did not encourage the
Americane to desert, although he admitted that there were then about
ten or twelve "nf their peo2le in our service,">10

Simnson's confidence was nartly based on reports which reached
him concerning the high rate of cc=sualties suffered by the Amerlcans
in the Snake Country and elsewhere from Indian attacks, particularly

371

by the Blackfeet. The American Trappers have been exceedlingly
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unfortunate," he told the Company's secretary during November,

372

1328, And indeed their casualtiles had been significant -- at

373

least ninety-four men killed Dby the natives between 1523 and 1829.
cimpson attributed these high losses to the "indiscreet" conduct of
the Americens which often turned friendly Indians 1nto enemies., "It
is a well known fact," he wrote, "that War parties frequently pass
our Camps without offerineg the least annoyance; yetl will haunt and
watch an American Camp, for Days and Weeks, until & favorable

w374 1o pignt also have

opportunity occurs to make an attack.
mentioned the hard lesson taught the Blackfezt by YcDonald and the
fact thet the Eritish usually hunted in larger parties than the
Americans.

Another reacon ror Simoson's optimlsm was the news recelved
from Osden that several American parties he had met "complained of
the poverty" of the Snake Countiry and had suffered crippling losses

315 This imoression of the seeming dlisarray of the

of horses,
American fur trade was reenforced by events at Flathead Post during
tre winter of 1228-1%229, Two separate narties nf Missourl trappers,
one headed by Jedzdiah Smith's partner, David =. Jackson, and the
other by 2 rival independent trader, Joshua ?ilcher, reached the
vicinity of the Com&any's nnst after relatively poor hunts. Both
leaders were forced to sell the British a eizeable nercentage of
their furs in order to obtain the supplies reguired for a return
to thelr bases.3?6
Pilcher was so desperate, in fact, that he of;ered to trap for

the Hudson's Bay Compcany on the headwaters of the Yissourl where

the British could not legally operate. Simpson may have suspected
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a trap to get his concern in difficulties with the United Ttates
government, butl snare or not he turned the proposal down with a
rious and self-righteous declaration well designed to fcil any
attack on himeelf or his firm. "Although the protecting Laws of
your Government micht be successfully evaded by the plan you
sugrest, " he replied to "1cher on Pebruary 13, 1829, "still I do -
nnt think it would be reputable in the Fonble Hudsons Bay Coy to
make use of indirect means to acquilre noesession of a Trade to
which it has no just claim."377
Simpson was also encouraged by the number of freemen who,
after havine deserted to the Americans, were returning to the
Comnany's fold. A stee’ rise in the cost of goods at the American
rendezvous between 1025 and 1827 had made 1t clesr to many
trappers, both British and American, that there was llttle money
to be made in the mountains by the avera:e common hunter, and the
0ld concern, now that “cLouzhllin had reformed the [reemen's terms,
began to apnear noi so bad after all.378
Orders were issuzd to John lWork, a clerk 1n the Golvile District,
to attempt to "draw off" ang "late deserters found attached to
Anerican cam»s, oarticularly near Flathead Post. These men 'need
not be aporehensive of harsh treatment frou us," Oimoson told Work.
01d debts would be settled "liberally," supolles would be sold
"cheap," and "large prices" would be vald for furs. WOrk was
rurther told that if any'"resvectable" Amerlcan travoers wished to
join the Snake -xpedition "+here can be no objection ii they deposit

gkins to cover the sunplies they receive.“379 Clearly, if Simpson
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was not sctively soliciting Americans to desert neither was he
discouraging them from dolng so.

It was also realized by Simpson and McLoughlin, however, that
an increase in the number of freemen at Flathead and 1n the Willamette
Valley would cause problems for the concern. In the latter place,
for example, the free hunters reduced the returns of Company partles
operating from Fort Vancouver, and there was always the d-nger that
furs gathered by these unattached men would be disposed of to
American maritime traders along the lower Columbla rather than at
the depot trade shop. In seeking a way out of this situation,
Simpson hit upon &h idea which slightly altered his previaus concept
of a proper future size for the Snake Bxpedition. OCn March 15, 1829,
shortly before starting his return East, Simpson told McLoughlin that
the brigade "should be increased to from 40 to 45 trappers 1f the
Freemen expected from the Flat Heads can be induced to Join --

n380 Other freemen were to be recruited for

381

otherwise kepot at 30.
expeditions going south from Fort Vancouver.
But the major change contemplated by Simpson for the Snake

Brigade was in the leadership. For a couple of years notations 1n
Ogden's journals had indicated that he guffered from occaslonal
periods of 1llness, the nature of which 1s not clear. Evidently
McLoughlin informed Simpson of Ogden's poor health, for on or before
March 1, 1829, the governor told the London directors: "I am sorry
to intimate, that the injury his constitution has sustained, by the
privations and discomfort to which he has 8o long been exposed, will

render it necessary to relieve him as soon as wWe can find a Gentleman
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qualified to fill his place to advantage." 502

By March 15, 1829, Simpson had found that qualified person.
On that day he directed McLoughlin to appoint John Work as conductor
of the Snake Expedition, Ogden was to be placed in charge of &
strong post to be bullt at Nass on the Northwest Coast. Since the
new establishment was to be erected the "next spring," it seems
clear that Simpson intended Work to assume command of the Snake
Brigede in the fell of 1829,3°7

The ink could scarcely rave been dry on these instructlons
when word reached Fort Vancouver of two shocking developments at
the mouth of the Columbia River. On the night of March 10, 1829,
one of the Company's annual supply ships from London, the ¥illiam
and Ann, ran aground on the South Spit and by morning was & total
loss. Not a soul on boerd survived. Among the dead were ten
Hewalians recruited at Oahu for service in the Columbia Department.
Also lost was most of the vesel's cargo which contained a "good
part" -- but not the larger part -- of the trade goods and supplles
required for the department's operations durlng the business year
beginning June 1, 1829 [Outfit 1829].384

The news of the second blow was recelved somewhat earlier.
Toward the end of February the brig Owyhee from Boston had entered
the river and soon began trading with the natives for furs. On
March 10 she was joined by another vessel belonging to the same

385

New England owner, the hermaphrodite brig Convoy. Immediately

upon hearing of the arrival of the Owyhee, Chlef Factor_McLoughlin
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went down the river in a small boat to learn her business, He was
ehocked to hear that one or the other of the American vessels would
remain on the Columbia all summer or even longer trading for pelts
and fishing for salmon. Previoukly McLoughlin had considered such
maritime competitors "as merely coasters who put in to collect a
few Stragling Skins." Now, he told the London directors, he was
faced by opvonents who "intended to sit down and contest the trade
with us,"386

The Americans bartered their trade goods at a much lower
tariff than that long employed by the Company. For example, they
sold guns for six beaver pelts, whereas the British asked eighteen
skins. YcLoughlin at once lowered his prices, and trading partles
were sent "in all directions" to intercept Indians bringing furs to
the Americans. Fort George, absndoned since early 1825, was
reactivated.387 This competitive effort placed a great strain upon
the Columbia Department's manpower, already low in numbers because
of Simpson's economy measures, The loss of the William and Ann's
crew and passengere made the sltuation worse.

To compound McLoughlin's difficulties, these twin disasters
occurred at a time when Fort Vancouver was "without a months
consumption.:. of Goods" in its warehouses.388 The trade war with
the American ves-els drained off this meager stock a2t a rapid rate,

and without the William and Ann's cargo there was no way to re=

plenish it immediately. The arrival of a second supply ship, the

Ganymede, early in May with the remainder of the departmental outfit
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somewhat eased the shortage but by no means ended 1t.389

By March 24 Governor Simpson had decided that there would not
be sufficient men or goods to establish Nass during the spring of
1830.390 Thus Ogden would be free to return to the Snake Country.
An that date Chief Factor ¥McLoughlin ordered Chief Trader John
Warren Dease, then at Flathead, to leave 10 lodges, 30 elk shins,
100 chevreuil [mule deer] skins, 60 "Appechemons," 40 saddles, and
400 fathoms of pack cords at Walla Walla "for Mr Ogden."Bg‘ A1l of
thece items were equipage required for a new Snake expedition.
They were not needed to enable a returning one to get from Fort Nez
Percés to the departmental depot. It 1s clear, theréfore, that
Ogden was to make at least one more journey to the Snake Country.

Ogden had acquired no taste for the arduous and dangerous life
he had led during his five expeditions into the heart of the Far
West. The once filery and adventurous youth who had Jolined the North
West Company at the age of twenty, was now a mature man of thirty-
nine with responsibility for a large family. Almost surely he had
slready begun to wish, as he said later, "for a 1life of greater
tranquility."392

But Ogden's reaction to word of his reappointment when he
received 1t, probably during July at Walla Walla or at Fort Vancouver,
1s not known with certalinty. Years afterwards he saild only, "In
1829 I was appointed to explore the tract lying south of the
Columbia, between that river and Californ{g."393 He was drawn in
that direction, he told Governor Simpson and the Council in 1831,

because of his success on the Humboldt River during his previous
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expedition and because of what the Indians there had told him of
beaver farther south and west, In fact, so anxious was he to test
thisrfeglon that he had sssured the Indians at the Fumboldt Sink
that "in three months they would see us agﬁmﬂ"394 Simpson had
oromised the London directors during March, 1829, that should the
brigades of 1828-1829 "discover fresh hunting grounds . . . we shall
take the necesssry measures to occupy them, "29° ividently Ogden's
journey of 1829-1830 was one of those measures.

In planning the route of his gixth Snake expedition, however,
Ogden undoubtedly also had in mind what he had heard from Jedediszh
Smith in 1828 of the beaver resources of California's Central Valley.
Certainly in his later accounts of his journey the British leader
made reference to Smith's experiences in that general region, so he
must have been well aware of where the American gathered the skins
he later lost to the Indians on the Umpqua. Also, it is not to be
supposed that the Company's officers, COgden among them, were not
anxious to exhaust this new fipld before Americans beat them to
1t.396 Governor Simpson must have had these factors in mind when
he told the Governor and Committee on August 26, 1830, that Ogden's
route would depend on what he discovered about "American Trappers,
some of whom, under the direction of Our 0ld opponents Smith
Jackson and Siblit, are still straggling about the Snake Country.“397

Governor Simpson, Chief Factor McLoughlin, and Ogden himself
realized perfectly well that this expedition would penetrate deep

into Vexican territory. The prospect bothered them not a whlt,
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although Ogden was aware that 1f he approached the Californla

settlements too closely he might be subjected to the same tyre of

of ficial harassment that Smith had suffered. The Company's cavaller

attitude was well exvresced by the "Little Emperor" when he told

the London directors in March 1829: "in regard to the Rerritorial

righte of the Mexican Republic, we follow the example of the

Spanish functionaries on the Coast, and our opponents from the

Unltéd States, by making no enquirles about them, "398
Preparations for the 1825-1830 Snake expeditlon began long

before Ogden reached Fort Vancouver toward the end of July, 1829.

Early in Varch ¥cLoughlin directed John W. Cease, manager of the

Colvile District, to send forty bushels of wheat and corn to Walla

399 Two weeks

walla to be kept in storage for the Snake Brigade.
later Dease, as has been seen, Wwas reminded thst he was to have a
suprly of leather goods and saddles -- {tems ordinarily obtained from
his subordinate post at the Flatheads -- resdy at Walla Walla for
the same purpose.400

Apparently McLoughlin had some d4fficulty in assembling that
pert of the outfit supolied by Fort Vancouver. When Ogden reached
the post the American orposition on the lower Columbia was still
placing a severe strain on the department's stock of goods. At that
time the depot warehouses contalned only a thousand blankets and
ninety trading guns, and since these were the articles most desired
by the Indians, they were flowing out ranidly as the Yankee traders

401

kept driving up the price of furs. The situstion was so tight
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that McLoughlin had to let "Mr. Ogdens people” take his personal
rifle.402

But one way or another the party was equipred, and Ogden set
out up the Columbia by boat, esvidently on August 18, 1829.403 He
wae at Fort Nez T“ercés by the twenty-ninth of the month, only to
encounter additional difficulties.ao4 Supnlies which were to have
been sent down from Fort Colvile for h&s use had not arrived due to
a misunderstanding as to where Ogden was to pick them up. FHe reported
this mishap to McLoughlin but in resly received only sympathy and the
comment that it wae "now too late to do anything in this businesss“ao5
How Ogden solved this problem is not yet apparent, but evidently he
did.

More serious was the fact that Chief Trader Samuel Black, in
charge at ¥Walla Walla, had been unable to buy enough horses from the
Indians to equip the party. "As you suggest I think the best you
can do 1s to go to: Nez Perces Camp and trade all you can," McLoughlin
advised Ogden., If sufficlent horses could not be obtained to supply
everyone the men who were not equlpped would have to bz left behind
and sent down to Fort Vancouver, YIt is certainly distressing to
find after all the pains that have been taken to complete your Party
that all our trouble Bhould be lost from the want of Horses," the
"Big Doctor" wrote to Ogden on September 6, "however I hope you will
be more successful than you apprehend and that you will be able to

take all your party with you."406

The British ordinarily traded with the Nez Percés for horses in

the vicinity of the vresent Lewiston, Idaho, at the junction of the
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Snake end Clearwszter Rivers; and Orden wasted little time in taking
hi-edlf there as is demonstreted by the fact that 2 letter from him
received at Fort Vancouver was dated "Aiver Leau Clare, Eeptr 17th."407
Evidently he did not succeed in obteining all the horses he required
on the first attempt. When he left the "shores of the Columbia"
sometime in September at least three of hls men were then or arfter-
werds left behind -- two at Walla Walla and one who turned up by early
October at Flathead Post.ho8 It is not certain that these men were
detached because of 2 dearth of animals, but such a cause i not
unlikely, since Ogden afterwards wrote: "It was late in October
1829 ere I finally succeeded on the South Branch ol the Columbia
[sneke River] in equinrping my perty with horses, "#09

Strengely enough eccurate news of the difficulties surrounding
the start of Ogden's sixth Snake expedition seems to Rhve been a long
time in reeching the eastern headquarters ol Governor Simpson, who
usuelly was rather quickly aware ol the important hapoenings in his
vast domain, A full year after the brirade left Fort Vancouver
Simpson informed the London directors that the latest word from
Ogden was dated September 30, 1829, at which time "he was proceeding
up the South branch of the Columbla with his exipedition well fitted
out with poods and ammunition and horses -- and in high Bpirits."410
One wonders who wes misleading whom!

The journal and accounts Orden keot during his sixth expedition

were lost in the Columbia River while the verty was returnine to

Fort Vancouver. Thus knowledsze of the bricade's route and vparsonnel
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is largely confined to what can be gleaned from a couple of letters
written by Ogden about eight months after his Journey had ended and

from severel pages of his bock, Tralte of American Indien Life and

e e =

Character, published anonymously in 1853, The account which can be
nieced togather from thece and & few other sources 1s thin indeed,
with many of the cruclal polnts left uncertain and subject to varying
interpretations. But at least the reneral outline of the Journey
seeme reasonably clear.

If Opden's memory served him correctly at the time he wrote his
book, the party numbered thirty men when 1t left Fort Nez Percés.411
Kit Carson, the famous American frontlersman, was with Ewing Young's
band of trappers from Taos when they met Ogden's brigade in California
during the spring of 1230, and he recalled years later that the
BEritish company was "sixty men strong."412 Decsgite the fact that
several writers have accepted Carson's figure, it seems probable that
Ogden's estimate was closer to the truth.ZHB Undoubtedly, however,
the entire company was considerably larger when women, children, and
Indians were counted. But on this occaslon the number was not swelled
by Ogden's own family, which had been left behind at Fort Nez
Percés.414

Prom what Ogden told Governor Simpson and from his own later
rocollections it apoears that the brigade moved out from Walla Walla
to the Snake River where the period from the latter part of Ceptember

until "late in October 1829" was spent trading horses from the natives.

By the time sufficlent animals had bzen acquired Ogden had almost
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given up hope of making a fall hunt. In fact, he sald, "I . . .
would from the mountainous country I had to travel over almost [have]

15 But ne

been justified 1in not starting" so late in the season.
remembered his satisfactory hauls of beaver along the Humbold¥ River
end what he Rad learned of the promising prospects of the country
beyond the lower r=aches of that stream so, "pather sanzuine” in his
expectations, he turned southward and headed with all ooscsible sneed
for the sink of his "Unknown River."416

During this jﬁurney through a bleak and inhospitable country,
Ozden later racalled, "difficulties, many and greater than I had
anticipated, began to crowd upon us . . . oOur suf ‘erings and trials
were truly great. There were times when we tasted no food, and
were unable to dlscover water for several days together; without wood,
we keenly felt the cold; wanting grass, our horses wers reduced to
sreat weakness, so that many of them died, on whose emaclated
carcasses we were constrained to satisfy the intolerable cravings
of our hunger, and 2s a last resource, to quench our thirst with
their blood."417

These tribulatione were endured for about a month, but the men
persevered and finally reached Humboldt fink. By that time 1t must
have been late in November, and 2rden was disappolnted to £ind the
river 2nd 1ts outlet mzrsh ernd lake covered with ice and snow. 2
"Thig then blasted all hooes of a fzll hunt," he recalled somewhat
more than a year 1:911;er.[”8

As the bripade had advanced toward the sink, slgns of Indians

had become numerous, and on the day the outlet was reached a party
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of scouts traveling in advance of the main company came upon & band
of about fifty natives, who quickly fled. The scouts succeeded in
cavturing two of the Indians and held them for interrogation by
Ocden. "We treated them with all possible kindness, and by signs
endeavoured to express out wishes," the brigade leader later wrote.
The captives refused to act as guides but did provide "some partial
information" about the route ahead. Seeing that nothing more was to
be gained, Ogden gave them "a few baubles" and let them go. "Wild as
dezr, they were soon out of sight."419

Ogden, with his usual skepticism concerning Indian character,
was not at all sure that his humane treatment of the prisoners would
result in any reciprocal good feecling on the part of their fellow
tribesmen. "In my opinion, which is founded on reneral experience,"
he stated, such kindnesses were "directly opposed to the attainment
of the desired end."

"It is something to hazard the remark," he continued, "yet I
will venture the opinion, that had it, on the first discovery of new
countries, been resolved to treat the savages with the greatest
severity, the eventual sacrifice of many lives on their own part
would have been avoided, and the murderous blow averted from many an
unfortunate victim, whoee only offence has been the heaping of
undeserved favours on wretches whose hearts were callous to the

n420

emotions of gratitude. On this particular occasion, at least,

Ogden was proved absolutely correct.

The next day the two fepmer captives raturned, "accompanied by

a large body of men, who soon became Vvery troublesome.” In fact they
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showed such intense curiosity about everything, particularly about
the manner in which the horszs were secured and ebout the arrangements
of the guard, that Ogden ordered them cleared from the camp.

At dawn the next morning, in eccordance wlth Ogden's "invarlable
custom,” he had "all the men aroused, the Tlres lighted, and the
horses collected in the camp; thie being the hour that Indians always
f£ix upon for making thelr predatory ettacks, it being then, as they
say, that men sleen most soundly." Thus all the men were fully =mwake
and pre»aring for a start when Ogden saw & “large body" of Indlans
annroaching. Fe later estimated t*st the natives nunbered "not less
than four hundred," =nd he belleved them "fully determined that we

w421 oypce the Indiane had appeared to

gshould prnceed no further.
be friendly the day before, Ou«den let them approach, but when the
netives hesitated in their advence as 1if expecting a hnstlle rece-
ption, he becanme suspiclous.

His worst fears were soon conflrmed when a2 "ghower" of errows
ooured into camo., Three horses were wounded, and Orden believed his
men escaned only because they were sheltered behind their "poor
beasts." This, said Orden, "was too much for our forbearance," and
he ordered one of his hunters to return the fire with a rifle, A
netive fell, and tre remainder took flight. "?his was sufficient as
e “irst lesson," Ogden later wrote, but he hed 1ittle hope thet the
effect would long endure.A22

Getting the bripade in motion, Ogden marched for six days on

"nearly & south and south west course," until he "discovered" a



—————————— S e —————"

150

"fine large river but destitute of beaver." This stream was explored
"from its sources" to 1ts outlet in a "largs salt lake," Almost
surely he had found the present Walker iver and valker Lzke in what

423 Continuthg,, crobably in a southeasterly

is today western Vevada.
direction for a time to avold the rough terrain west and south of
Walker Lake and then south as more onen country was reached, Ogden
found himself in what he tarmed "the creat sandy desert of Great Salt
Lake." And in truth this barren reglon d4id stretch eastward to the
Great Salt Lake; it was the "Great Sandy Pladm" treversed by Jededieh
cmith in 1827 and undoubtedly described by him to Ocden at Fort

Vanc:c:uver.h24

The brigade made 1ts way south across the western fringes of
this forbidding land during January, 1830, "We suffersd severzly both
from the want of food and water; the party escared with thelir llves -
but many of our horses died," Ogden later wrote. Rellef, 1if it may
be called that, came when the party reuched "a range of rocky
Yountains" -- probably the White Mountalns or the Inyo Mountains, not
far west of the preesnt california-Neveda boundary. Deed Snows and
severe cold made the crossing dangerous and difficult, but the men
broke throuch, rerhaps by Westgard Pass, "without sustaining any
1055."425
Shortly thereafter they came to another large stream which
emptied into a salt lake, If the 4identification of Ogden's route

thus far has been arproximately correct, these features almost

certainly were today's Ow=ns River and Owens Lake, It must be noted,
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however, thet some historians belleve Ogden was far to the east at
thie time, on Sevier River and Sevier Lake in the present Utah.a26

Prom this point the evidence concerning the brigade's course 1is
even more confusing. OCn March 12, 1831, months after his return to
Fort Vancouver, Osden reported to Governor Simpson and the Councll on
his route. Fe found no beaver nesr this new river and lake he
reported, but the Indians nearby told him "that in & south west course
I should find beaver." Thus he "contlnued on 1n the Bame direction;
and in February I had the satisfaction of reaching the south west
brench of the Rio Collarsdo which discharges in the Gulph of Callif-
ornia. FHere I found beaver very thinly scattered."427

Several well gqualified scholars have identified Ogden's "south
west branch of the Rio Collaraedo" as the present Mo jave River.428
It seems quite likely that the party did reach that stream and follow
it eastward, but 1t appears improbable that Ogden would have called
1t a2 "branch" of the Colorado RMver. In ths first place, the Molave
sinks in the des=rt long before reaching the Colorado, and there are
no beaver along 1ts banks and undoubtadly there were none in 1830.429

The fact that the Yojave ie not a tributary of the Colorado has
caused some nersons to believe that Ogden did not reach the Colorado

430 On th= other hand, Ogden

or even descend the Yojave to its sink.
distinctly stated on more than one occasion that he reached or almost
reached the Gul{ of California. During March, 1231, he wrote to his
“riend John McLeod that during his 1829-1830 exreditlon, "I extended
my trails . . . to the Gulph of California but found beaver very

w431 Upon hie return to Fort Vancouver on July 6, 1830, Ogden
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t01ld Mchoughlin that from the "unknown or Ogdens River" he went
"south to the Rio Colorado which he descended till nigh the Gulph

w432 1. y1ew of these positive declarations, together

of California.
with the fact th-t beaver were and are still to be found along the
lower Colorado River, it would appear unsafe to assume that Ogden

414 not reach that stream and descend it to or nearly to the Gulf

of Calif‘ornia.433 Unlese additional information -- such as the

raport Ozden is known to have written after his return to Fort
Vancouver and orior to October 11, 1830 -- turns up, this questlon
and, inde=d, most others concerning the exact route of his sixzth
expedition will have to r2main subjects of speculation,

Somewhere south of Humboldt Sink =-- Orcden's statement that the
distance was only a three jays' march south of that point cannot
oossibly be correct -- and alfter traveling through a land "as barren
as ever Christian traversed," the brigade encountered a group of
Indians "residinz on the waters of the Rio Colorado." Dlrobably
this mesting occurred on the Mojave River or even on the Colorado
1tself. Ogden, who had been well briefed by Jedediah Smith, suspected
that these natives were the Yojaves who treacherously attacked the
American's party as 1t was crossing the Colorado River during the
gsummer of 1827 and massacred ten men.h3h

The British trapspers were "eager" to revenge this savage
slaughter, but Ogden was not completely certain that herwas facing
the guilty parties. For one thing, the Indians who attacked Smith

had possessed horses, and Opden could find no hoaf prints in the
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viclnity.435 Therefore, though still wary, he refused to let his
men take the offensive.

The next desy, Cgden later recounted, the Indians "swarmed about
the camp, every man carrying,, in addition to his rroper arms, a long
stick on his shoulder, in derision nf the manner in which we carry
our guns." Alarmed by this insolence end by the large number of the
natives, Ogden put hle party on the alert. An extra gusrd wes
pdsted over the horses, and each man was given & "spear™ to augment
his usual weapons, with orders that 1if attacked they were not to
reload after firing but were to charge immediately at the attackers.
Then & few Indians were admitted to the camp in the hope that sight
of this prenaredness would dissuade their companions from under-
taking any hostile actlon. "Unhappily for them," sald Ogden, "the
desired effect was not produced.”

Shortly thereafter the Indi=ans attempted to drive off the
brirade's horses, wounding a guard in the orocess. "This was
suf ficlent for me," é2id Cgden. Fe ordered his men to fire, Twenty-
s1x Indians "wers made to lick the dust," and the remainder fled.

No charge with the svears was required, as no opponents could be
found.436

Avnarently it was followlng this incident that Cgden turned
nsrth and "croseed over to the South Branch of the Ronaventura" --
the present Sen Joaguin River in the Central Valley of California.437

nn the way he avnided the Yexlcan towns and ranches toward the coast,
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"mot wishing," ac he said, "in case »f accldents of roling too near

w438 But the route by which he entered the

the Spanish settlements.
San Joaquin Valley remains in doubt. Currently historians seem to
favor Tehachapi Pass, 2lthouch Walker Zass has long hzd its advo-

439 In truth there seems to be no hard evidence favoring

cates,
either theory.

In any case, Ogden was undoubtedly correct when he later sald
that the brigsde trapped the €an Joaguln Rlver "from 1ts sources"
north to its outlet in San PFrancisco Bay. Whille moving down the
valley in that spring of 1830 Ogden's trappers took 1000 beaver.

e soon had reason to belleve bhimself fortunate to have made such

a good hunt, for near the aouth of the river he was overtaken by a
party of American Tur hunters under the command of Zwing Young.

This group of about twenty men from Naw Mexico, "well lozded with
treps," had descended the Great Valley hard on Ogden's hezls, and

47 they had been ahead of him they would have ruined the hunt of the
Hudson's Bay brigade.aao

The meeting avuoears to have been a reasonably friendly one.
Tvidently neither party was willing to let the other ret ahead, s0
for ten days they "kept company" while they treveled up "the North
branch of the Bonaventura" -- today's Sacramento River -- as far as

jts junction with ~it liver.AA1

If Opden took notice of a stocky
yvoung man named Christopher Carson in Young's party he made no
nention of iE.Tranping was poor as the comoanles worked northward,

end the reaéon was soon evident. They came uron the track made by
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Chief Trader Alexander Roderick ¥cLeod's brigade durlng 1ts expe-
dition from Fort Vencouver 1o the Central Valley of Calirornala in
1829, McLeod revorted that he had "dreined" the recion of beaver,
a claim with which Ogden and Young could well agree.442
By the time the it River was reached, Young and hls trappers
were dispusted with the prospects ghead. "Emy handed," they gave
up their plan to test the Willamette region and turned back to try
their fortune once more 1in the more central portlons of California.aa}
With them or joining them soon afterwards was one 07 Ogden's men

whose name has not yet been clet»armfl.ned.mm

Ogden now found tgat 4t River, which he had named and partially
explored during his 1826-1827 Jjourney, was the "north branch of the
Boreanture [Buenaventura]," and indeed 1t is the main stream of the
cacramento River although 1t does not bear that name above 1ts
junction in Shasta Leke with the smaller branch today called the
Unoer Sacramento.“hs

"Oon reechins Pitt River," Opden reported, "I was no longer &
gtranger to the country."446 He followed the stream in a northwest
direction, retrecing his easrlier track from about the nresent Canby
to at least Goose Leke and probably on to Yalhaur Lake.447 All that
1e krown for certain about his route beyond the source of Pit River
i that he went "from thence to Walla valle."#48 It 1s quite likely,
however, that from Melh2ur Lake he turned almost directly north and

made his way up Sikvies River, then over the uvper drainage of the

John Day River, and across the Umatilla River along a cenersl llne
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employed by John VWork in 1231 and zrain in the summer of 1332.
Eome base was reached on Jure 30, 1830.“49
Although Ogden wes relieved to arrive "1n gafety" he wasted
no time in resting. Leaving his horses at Fort Nez Percés, he
embarked in & "crazy boat" placed at his disnosal and started down
the Columbiaza with some of his men and pert of hils returns. All went
well until July 3 when he rzsached The Dalles, one of the river's
most formidable rapids wrere, Osden wrote years later, "the mighty waters
roll along with irresistable fury."aso
Despite the terrlfying appearance of the torrent, the Company's
voyageurs dl1d not ordinarily consider the place particularly danger-
ous. A portage wzs mede around the worst razid, and the boat was
r=turned to the water at its base. Ogden hsd planned to eat breakfast
et this spot, but the odor of rotting salmon was 8O of fensive that
he designated z2nother location farther downstream for this "important
event of the day." Sending bis party ahead in the boat to make
prevarations, he started to walk to the appointed place. At leacst
ane other member of the party =21so continued on foot. He wes that
grand old fresmen of the Willamette, Alexander Carson, who at the
1ast moment was replaced in the boat by another American, Bache
Goodrich, to "run the rapid."451
Ogden watched the boat set out bravely from shore, but to his
horror the craft was quickly cesught 1n a whirlcool. Accounts differ

sc to what hapvened next. Ogden later sald trat the men "bznt to

treir oars with redoubled energy," but were poverless to escape from
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n452 Chief Factor McLoughlin reported only a

the "whirling vortex.
faw months after the trapedy that the boatmen lost "treir presence
of mind" and dropped thelr padd1e9.453 In any case, the stern was
sucked down, the prow rose in the air, and there was one last cry of
terror from the occupants. The boat spun helovlessly until it disap-
peared completely under the swirling waters.

Only one man, "poor Baptiste," the steersman; managed to save
himself. He grasved four emoty kegs which had becn lached torether
and was fortunate enough to be washed ashore several miles down-
stream.‘@4 The remaining nine men in the boat were drowned, together
with the wife of Josenh Portneuf and her two children. Among the
dead were ceversl of the most valuable veterans n” the Snake Country
exneditions, including Antoine Sylvaillle, Joserh Portneuf, and Joseph

4
55 Alen lost were Ogden's journal, all ris papers, and

456

Grenier.
between 300 and 500 beaver relts.
Half an hour after the aécident the bozt brirade from Fort
Vancouver bringing the annual outfits for the interior posts arrived
on the scene. Theese craft nassed over the site ol the disaster "in
perfect safety," and VeLoughlin Beems to have belizved that Ogden's
boat could have done the same had the crew kept thelr heads. There

wes 1ittle the newcomers could do exicept to hel» in searching for
nossible survivors and in recovering the bodies of the dead, though
some of the latter were found only after "long intervals." It 1is
a0t known how Orden completed his journey, bdut he reached the depot

on July 6, 1839.&57
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The returns from Ogden's sixth and last fnake zxpeditlon
amounted to only 1235 large and small beaver, 90 land otter, and &

458 “cLoughlin was disappolnted”by

few other miscellaneous rurs.,
these results, as was Ogden himself, but the Columbla manager rut
the best vossible face on the siltusation. "The country visited last
winter by Mr. Ogden 1is the noorest in Furs that he had hitherto
explored as your honors will see by the diminuation of his Returns,"
VvcLoughlin explained to the London directors, "but a2s it was a new
country we could not know how 1t was Stocked in Beaver t1ll we had
explored it." ¥e pointed out that Ogden had examined the territory
between the Columbia River on the north and the Colorado River and
California on the south, exce»t for a strip along the coast and some
of the reglion between the Klamath River and San Francilsco Bay.asg
A1l this knowledge, he secas to have imglied, was reward enough for
the expense ol the eapesdition.

Ogden was more apologetic. "Although tur returns were one third
less than last year," he wrote to the Governor and the Council on
March 12, 1831, "I trust from the extent of countiry I explored the
want of returns will not be attributed to want of exertions but alone
to the poverty of the country over which I have no ccntrol."heo

vecLoughlin's ajpraisal nroved in the long run to be correct.
Ogden's expedition, besldes being a remarkable journey of dlscovery,
demonstrated to the Company trat the resion south of HFumboldt Sink
wes péor in beaver even though Ogden himself wishad to make znother

attempt to test it. But the most imoortant results of Ogden's last

jouney to the Snake Country related to California. On February 13,
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1830, Chief Trader Alexander Roderick McLeod had returned to Fort
Vancouver after a disastrous trapping eipedition to the Sacramento
and San Joaquin Vallays during 1829. Hie "report of the country
and the difficulties to which a party could be exposed in hunting
1t," caused Governor Simpson in 1831 to declde to abandon further
trapping brigades to California.qs1 But when he learned that Ogden
had been able to collect 1000 beaver along the San Joaquin and,
above all, that A~ericen trappers were operating in the region, he
was galvanized to action. The "sfur desert” was not yet desert
enough in that direction. He reversed himself in the summer of 1832
and decided to continue trapping in the Central Valley.hsa
Word that Ogden had found the Snake Country "much exhausted
and still overrun by American Trappers" also caused Governor Simpson
concern. The returns, he told the London directors, "are less 1in
value and quantity then any we heve had from that gquarter but the
Zipedition still pays tolerably well, and it is our intention to
keep 1t constantly employed while 1t clears 1t5exoensee."463
When Ogden returned to Fort Vancouver he learned that the
London Committee had approved hls appointment to hesad the party to
establish a post at Nass.as# The Snake Country, on Which he had so
indelibly marked his stamp, wes to see him no more. Several place
names in today's Utah commemorate his pioneer entrance into Ogden
Valley in 1825, and if it had not been for John C. Frémont the
Hunboldt River, which Ogden added to the map, probably would be

called Ogden River today. As one historian hes said, "he led large
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fur brigades over more territory than any other man, with the possible

h"465 Zxcept for the region south of the

exception of Jedediah Smit
Humboldt, which Ogden had hoped to investigate on a future expedl-
tion, and a few fringe afeas, the Snake Country wae well known to
trappers by the middle of 1830. The exploring responsibilities of

the Snake Brirade were largely over.

John Work -- loyal, able, and perpetually discontented -- was
geti1ll available to replace Ogden in the Snake Country. On March 20,
1830, Chief Factor McLoughlin directed Work to relingquish his
management of the Colvile District and to report to Fort Vancouver
as scon as the business of transferting his command could be compketéd.
He was to bring with him "the horses from the differmnt places," 80
he probably was some weeks in reaching the depot.466 Evidently he
was at headquarters when Ogden returned from California early in July.

Ogden's reaction to the news that he was to be superseded as
head of the Snake Party seems to have been relief for himself mixed
with sympathy for Work. He later wrote to a colleague: "Our friend
Work has succeeded me in the Snake country . . . . surely this man
deserves a more substantial reward than he now enjoys it is an
unpleasant situation he fills. I wish him every success but it 1s
all a lottery."*67

Ogden's tired men had more of a rest at Fort Vancouver than

McLoughlin had intended because Work, who was to take them back to

the field, was delayed in starting upriver by the nonarrival of a
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boat.468 On July 28, 1830, Chief Trader McLeod reached the depot
with the remainder of his Southern 2xpedition, and some of hlis men
were detailed to fill out the Snake Brirade. Thus strengthened,
Work's party finally got under way on Auruet 4, Ogden went along
to assist with the final arrangments at Fort Nez Percés, 469

The comoany reached Walla Walla on August 15, and a few days
were spent in outfitting with horses, apcechemons, and other
necessities which had bzen assembled there by VMcLoughlin's order.470
On the twentieth the men were sent off to the foot nfthe Blue
Mountains while Work remained at the rost to complete his paper work.

It was Governor Simpson's intention that Work's route should
be determined, as had Ogden's in 1829-1830, by what he could learn
about activities of American trappers.471 But Chief Factor MMcLoughlin
had something more definite in mind. As early as July 13, 1830, he
knew that Work would be stﬁpping in the vicinity of the Big Wood
River. north of the Snake. for a short huat.*72 At Walla Wella on
AMizust 21 Ogden gave Work a2 long letter of advice concerning the
forthcoming exnedition. "You having requested my ovinion relating
to the route you should take . . . as I am not authorized to glve
you instructions I shall merely state the track I had intended
following had I returned," he wrote. But although thiés delicately
put in the form of suggestlons, i1t 1s almost certain that hls
proposals reflected the desires of the "Big Doctor" at departmental
headquarters. Ogpden advised %Work to go to the Boise River and the

Big Wood River, from there to the Salmon River 1f the weather
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permitted, then to the Snake Rlver, Bear River, and the Fumboldt
River, and then to explore south of the latter stream to see if
another river reported by Indians actually existed. The return
should be by way of the Owyhee Rlver.473
Work, still only a clerk in rank but destined to be a Chief
Trader before the year was out, left Fort Nez Percés on August 22,
1830, and that same day Jjoined his brigade in the kalla Walla Valley.
Fe found his party to be made up of, in additlon to himself, 37 men,
1 male Indian slave and 2 youths, making 41 persons bearing arms;
29 women, 22 boys, and 23 girls, a total of 114 "Souls."474 Most of
the men were Canadians, but there were two Amerlcans, six h=lfbloods,
two Iroquois, and one Nippiseing Indlan. The 272 hors=ss and mules
were "pretty well laden" with 21 lodges, provisions for the first
part of the journey, and 337 traos.hTS
At the outset Work followed the well-trodden brigade trail south
over the Blue Mountains and via thé Grande Ronde, Powder River, and
Burnt River to the Snake. The company then ascended the south bank
of the Snake for about thirty miles and camped preparatory to
crossing. On September 7 the veteran American trapper, Alexander
Carson, and five men were detached to hunt the Welser and Payette
Rivers and to "cross the Mountains" to trap "some of the branches
of Salmon River." They were instructed to return to ¥Walla Walla
by early July, 1831.h76
The next day the main perty, which VWork considered still strong

enough to resist the expected Blackfoot raiders, forded to the north



163

gide of Snake River and followed it to the Fayette River, which was
ascended a short distance. Work then crossed southeasterly to the
Boise River, etriking it somewhere near today's Middleton, Idaheg..
Bunting was not very productive along the Payette and the Bolse, 80
¥ork left the latter stream above the site of the present Bolse and
traveled eastward acroses the Snake Plain to Camas Prairie and then on
to Willow Creek. Fere four men visiting their traps were ambushed by
a band of Blackfeet. Two were killed and one was wounded. In addi-
tion, this same marauding band had by then stolen twenty-five traps,
and the brigade was to be harassed by these horse-hunery, blood-
thirety raiders for weeks to come,

¥Vork reached Wood River on Seprtember 28, 1830. Trapping was
fair on thie stream, and the company remained along its lower course
for almost two weeks. But then they encountered a group of American
Fur Company men under Joseph Robidoux. Work's object at this time
was "to reach Selmon River with as little delay as voseible," but
he was not anxious to lead the American rivals there. Thus on
Dctober 12 he struck nut northeastward over the pnlain in the directlon
of Big Lost River, hoving to escape Robidoux who had already started
north up Wood River. But when the Americans saw where the Company
men were headed, they followed in Work's track. To evade the
comvetition, Work turned northward into the mountalns and reached
Bir Lost River in the zenerazl vicinity of the present Darlington,
Idahn., From here the route was northwesterly to the Salmon River

near the present Challis.
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Crossing the Sslmon, several days were wested beating about
the rugged country to the west where Alexender Ross had found such
unnroductive hunting in 1824. Finding the going rough and fesring
the onslaught of winter, Work ordered =a retreat, The party deescended
Salmnon River as far as the Lemhi River and then turned south up the
latter stream. Winter had now arrived with a vengeance, and trapping
weg ponr in the iced-over waters. From the upper Lemhi the party
croesed the divide through two feet of snow to reach Birch Creek
on the 1last day of November, 1830.

Foping to find buffalo to feed his hungry people and grass for
the horses, Work turned westward by Pass Creek to Little Lost River,
which was descended to its sinks. A number of buffalo were killed
on the way, and good feed for the animals was found near the sinks
of Big Lost River. Continudng southward across the Snake Plaln the
brigade reached the Snake Rlver near today's Blackffot, Idaho, on
December 17. For several weeks the trip had been hard on the horses,
and a number died from cold and fatigue before reaching the good grass
near Ogden's 0ld winter quarters in the vicinity of Ferry Butte. And
rere, on the south (or east) bank, Work:remalaed for three months,
moving camb occasionally as grass and wood became exhausted.

The winter of 1830-1831 was unusually severe throughout the
Snake Country, and Wo7Tk's company suffered greatly from the cold.
Buffalo were reasnnably zlentiful, but they were lean because deep
or hard-crusted snow made 1t difficult for them to feed. By the end

of March these beasts, so valuable to the Iur traders and trappers,
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were dying in large numbers. The same harsh conditione so weakened
the brigade's horses that they were nearly useless for huntlng
buffalo. The camp was almost constantly harassed by Indian horse
thieves, who menaged to meke off with a number of animals. By the
end of Yarch the buffalo were in such bad condition and so difficult
to reach that the rarty was "much in want" of freeh foond. "For some
time nast," Work noted on March 30, the people "have been living on
their small stock of dry provisions which had bzaen provided for the
journey. thie I nuch regret as it wlll cause loss of time to replace
1t.n477

The most esciting esvent of the winter was the arrival on April
14, 1831, of fifty-seven American Fur Company trapders under the
command of Luclen Fontanelle and Andrew Dripos, They were passing
from thelr winter quarters on the Bear and Logan Rivers to the upper
Snake and Flathead rezions, "Our neonle," ¥Werk wrote in his Journal,
"are 1like to be devoured by the American freemen who seem to be
starving, and ready to glve anything they have got to orocure a
1ittle dried mest,"*78

Tew of Vork's men wished to desert and Join the Americans.
Fontanelle refused to have anything to do with them unlees they
settled their accounts with Work and naid their debts to the Company.
Since the would-be deserters were freemen, Fontanelle told them they
could expect no supplies from him. This honorable conduct was much
aporeciated by Work. "Were peonle whe have to deal with these
gcoundrels in this country to act mutually in e similar manner to
Mr., Fontanelle there would be much less diff{iculty with rogulsh

men," he wrote.479
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This firm stand discouraged one of the discontents but the
other, ngtiste Tyaquariche, insisted on leaving and pald fifteen
beaver which nearly cleared his debt. But when Baptiste started to
take a Comvpany horse with him, giving in its place one he had left
with nearby Indisns, Work seized the loaded animal to hold it back.
Some of the Iroquols in the American party came to the ald of
Baptiste, upon which several of Work's companions took up their guns,.
A bloody clash was narrowly averted, and Work retained the horse.
But i1t had been a close call.480

On April 19 the Company's Snake 7xpedition raised camp and
started southward u» Bannock Creek but on reaching i1ts upper waters
found there was too much snow for trapning and even for further
progress 1n that direction, Retreating to Snake River, the men
found quite satisfactory trapping as far dqwn as American Falls and
on to Raft River. The latter stream was ascended for thé purpose of
killing buffalo and drying the meat as well as hunting beaver,

Near the headwaters of Raft River Work split his narty on
May 12, 1831, Veteran Charles Plante was placed 1n charge of seven
men and sent westward to hunt on the Owyhee River's eastern fork,
the oresent Blue Creek, Work with the main company intended to go
in a more southerly direction to reach the Humboldt Rlver and then
to go on to the uovcer Owyhee River, ZEnterins the Great Basin on the
thirteenth, he re=ched the rlain of Great Salt Lake and the next day
struck "¥r, Ogden's usual road to Ogdsr's river [the Humboldt]."

This trail was followed westwardly until, on May 22 at Snow

Water Lake, he deviated to the northwest "in hopes to reach the
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[Humboldt] river sooner and f=ll upon it a few days masrch higher up
than by the usual route. 481

The East Fork of the Fumboldt between the present Wells and
Death, Nevada, was reached the next dey. Vork next moved northward
to another branch, Marys River, which the party ascended only to
find the traonine noor. Crossing into the Snake drainage, they
reached Bruneau River but soon left it and went westward to the
South Fork of the Owyhee River at the site »f the present Wild
Forse Reservoir. VWork found this rerion "a very poor country."
Both beaver and ~ame were scarce, and nrovislicns were running low,
No Indiane were ceen, 8o not aven a few roots, "bad as threy are,"
could be obtained to feed the hunpery.

Woirk quickly removed himself from this inhospitable land and
moved south to the North Fork of the Fumboldt River. Before doling
go, however, he detached seven men to continue down the Owyhee
River to the Snake and then take the outward trail bsck to Walla

Walla. "These men," he noted, "are all half Indians, some of them

with lzrge families, and rlacing too much reliance on their capability

as hunters did not take so much precaution as the other men to provide

2 stock of fond vrevious to leavinc the buffaln, they are therefore
now entirely nut of provisions and it is expected they will have a
better chance of killing Antelopes % chivereau [deer] when only a
few than when the camn are altogether."482
Instead of following down the North Fork of the Humboldt, Nﬁith

crossed to the upner waters of another branch of the Owyhze. Not

finding many beaver here, he again twzned southward and at last
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reached the Humboldt near the oresent Carlin, Nevada, on June 17.
Mosquitoes in "innumberable swarme" made 1ife miserable for both

men and horses. The animals were so torzented that they could not
feed even after a long march without grass. Most of the people were
so low on orovisions that "they now have no other resource but to
ki1l horses."

The party moved down the river, but the water was 80 high that
only one beaver was caught. Vosqultoes and sand flies made life
almost unbearable, and without other food two men each slaughtered
one of their horses. Discouraged, Work left the Humboldt east of
today's Winmemucca on June 21 and cut across to the Little Humboldt
River.

After ascending this latter stream for a day, Work turned
westward and reached Quinn River., Following uvo the Quinn to near its
source, the party turned northwestwardly to the foot of Steen Mountain,
During all this journey grass was éxtremely gscarce, and the men were
forced to kill more horses, "the companions of their labours." Work
continued northward along the eastern base of Steens Mountaln for
about twenty-eight miles and then cut across the range to Malheur Lake.
From this point the toute back to Fort Nez Percés was roughly the
well-known one up Silvies River, across to the John Day River, and
then over the Blue Mountalns,

work and an advance party reached Walla Walla on July 18, 1831,
411 the groups he had detached during the expedition had already
arrived or came in within two days. Alexander Carson's comdany had

lost all their horses and a pack and a half of beaver pelts to Indian
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thieves. "The loss was the result of a2 great degree of negligence,"
work recorded with anger. Two more animals had b2en stolen from
the party of mixed-blonds he had sent off from the upper Owyhee River
early in June. These men also made "very few beaver." Plante's
detachment could only report a similar poor hunt. All in all, the
brigade had exverienced the loss of eighty-two horses. Work was
thoroughly disgusted.483
Neither was he pleased with the financlal results of hls expe-
ditisn., ™My last camzaign la the Snake country was not so gsuccessful
ac I had anticipated," he wrote to a friend oa September 6, 1831;
"the returus and srofits were nevertheless rretty failr counsldering
the exhausted state ol the country and the great severity and unusual
length of the winter." But he had something for which to be thaunk-
ful. "I escaped with my scalp last year," he added. "I much doubt
wrether I shall be so fortunate this ttna."haa
¥cLoughlin was not overjoyed either, but ever since March 8
when he had received ¥ork's “ovember report from the field, he had
bean prepared for bad news, though he had long been hopeful of
better results. Work had renorted taking 700 pelts up to November 13.
1830, a number which the gentlemen at Fort Vancouver considered a
"fair ca.'n:nence'nant.")485
“cLoughlin interpreted Work's November letter as further proof
that the Snake Country was "nearly exhausted."hs6 But the "Big

Doctor" was not ready to give up on ths rezion. In February, 1830,

he hed seid that "Columbia beaver sells higher per skin than any in
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el Vany of thoee skins came from the tnake Country, and

Azerica."
Ycloughlin was determined to send Work back to get more of them.
With this objective in mind, Ycloughlin told Chief Trader
Simon VecGillivray at Fort Wez Percés on May 10, 1831, to trade "all
the Horses you can as you may depend Mr Work will want more this

t p “488

year than he did lss This admonition was receated on August 3,

with the added detail that Work would require about 130 horses in
addition to the survivors from the 1830-1831 expedition.489

Work and his party brought their furs down to Fort Vancouver
by early Ausust., The discouraged bourgeols must have been somewhat
heartened by receiving from Dr. YMcLoughlin his commission as a Chief
Trader.490 But if Work experienced a moment of cheer, 1t did not
l2st long., Malaria was raging at the devot, and a number of hie
venple came down with the Tever, some so severely that they had to
remain behind. "This I much regret," he told a friend, "as my
numbers at first were too weak."491

On Aurust 13, 1231, Chief Trader Work left Fort Vancouver bound
for his second Snake exnedition. He stopped the first night at the
Company's sawmill, a few miles above the depot, to Join his men who
had been sent there for their regale. The neit morning the men had
sobered up enough to get started up the Columbia in four boats. As
the journey vrogresced more and more people became 1ll until "every
boat was like a hospital.“492 At one point VWork belleved that he
wouild not be able to reach ¥Walla walla, but after strenuous efforts

on the part of those still able to function the boate srrived there

on August 30,
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A week was spent st Fort Vez Parcds collectineg and distributing
hnorses, gilving out surnlies and provisibns. gnd 2llowing the sick to
recuverate. Not only was the number of horses deficient, but the
quality of thnse available was so inferlor that Work believed "1little
or no work can be expected to be done with them," Most of the sick
men ineisted on starting even though Work vrcdicted that the worst
of them would be "inadequate" for the journey and would "most likely
dle on the way." 1In the end, though, only three had to be left
behind.ag3 The ermament of the compeny included one "cannon,"

On September 8 and 9 the mein company got under way up the Walla
Valla Velley. The number of persons 1n the party was not mentioned
in Work's journals, but the nzmes of fifty-five different men are
mentioned from timz to time in that record. Apparently some recrults
had been found at Fort Nez Percés. In addition, there were the usuzal
families, among them Work's three small deu‘fhters.“g4 The children
were brought along desoite the fact that Worx predicted before his
departure that he would be visiting "a much more dangerous nart of
the country than . . . we cassed last year? and that his carty
would be "too weak for the undertaking."495

Work himself left Fort Wez Zercés on September 11, 1831, and
caught up with his brigede thet same day. The whole party moved
off together the next morning.

If there exists 2 clear statement of Work's instructions it
hes not yet been seen by the rresent writer. It seems evident,
however, that Work, both from the field and when he was at Fort

Vencouver, had exnressed his opinion to Dr. “eLourhlin that the
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southern portion of the Snake Country had been 80 thoroughly stpipped
of beaver by both the British and the Americans thet 1t would "not
afford employment for a Pamty suf"iciently strong to protect them-
selves."496 "The Blackfoot and F[lat]head lands," he told & friend
just before leaving Walla hwalla, " . . is the only quarter now
where there is a likelihood of making anything."497
VcLoughlin evidently agreed with thie sugrestion to try hunting
north of the Salmon River, but he saw a danger. "The Lands laying
north of the Flatheads, which Mr. Work mentions, I believe, are on
the East side of the “ountains" -- in other words in United States
territory where it was illersal for the Britieh to hunt -- he told
Governor Simoson in arch, 1831, "If South of 49 [degreas] we
cannot go there," hoc added, "and if North of 49 I think we ought
not to go." He did imply, however, that prospects for a profitable
hunt elsewhere were dim. Still, on september 9, 1231, he reminded
Chief Trader Fercn at Fort Colvile, who was plenning to disvatch some
traders with the annual hunting party of the Flatheads, "that the
Honble Committee has directed that we are not to send any of our
people South of 49 on the East side of the mouhtains."498
Yet Work, when he left Fort VNez Percés, knew he was "starting
for the borders of the Blackfoot and F[lat]head lands."#99 And he
1ater admitted in his journal that he intended to visit "several
branches of the "1ssouri.“500 One can only conclude that ¥cLoughlin

and Work believed that a profitable hunt would gooth the Committee's

ire.
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During the first part of his Journey VWork ncmed very few of
the streams he encounter=d or places he camped. And he may have
zicnamed the one large river which could have provided the key to
nwis route. He sald he followed the Salmon River for a considerable
distance, but at least one knowledgeable historian believes this
stream may actually have been the Clearwater.2O'

At any rate, it secms agreed that he went in a generally east-
ward direction from VWalle Walla, crossed the Enake River, and from
there made his way to a large opening he called "Camass Pleins" not
far from the present Kamiah, Idaho. The Indlan track used by Lewls
and Clark and known latér as the Letlo Trail had its western terminus
in this general area, and Work's brigade struggled eastward along
this ancient route, bettling through snow and dense woods, and
climbing up and down steep slopes and along ridge tops until the
Bitterroot Range was crossed. On October 13, 1831, Work and his
exheausted followers reached Lolo Hot Scrings in the present Montansa,
the first point during the journey which can be positively ldentifled.

The company croceeded down Lolo Creek, and in this vicinity
beaver began to be caught, evidently for the Iirst time since leaving
Walla wWella. Vhen the Bitterroot River was reached, Work turned down
1t to the Clark Fork of the Columbia at Hell's Gate near the present
Vissoula. Tre latter stream was ascended a few miles to the entrance
of the Blackfoot River, the course of which was followed, though mnot
zlwvays closely, eastward to the geaeral vicinity of the present

Ovando, Montana, On the way Work was discouraged to learn frozzéggi
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Flatheads: that both Indians and Americans had been trapping in the
region ahead of him, including on several branches of the Missourl

n502 Indifferent raturns soon proved

"which we intended to visit.
this information to be only too true.

Hoping to improve thelr fortunes in a region rumored to be
rich in beaver, the men planned to turn northeast up a branch stream
even though it would lead them into "the Blackfoot country" known to
be "very dangerous."so3 On October 31 the hunters and trappers
scattersd to their various tasks. Three of the men were surgrised
by a party of Elackfeet, Two o them were killed, and the other had
a very narrow escape. The same pand of marauders stole a number of
treps, three horses, and three guns -- 2 serious loss to the brigade.

The next day Work noted in his journal: "Buried the remains of
our unfortunates who came to such an untimely end yesterday by the
hands of the inhuman, murderous Blackfeet.“504 It is little wonder
that his men henceforth attacked aimost every Blackfoot they saw.

Work now gave up the 1idea of going north and turned southeast
and reached Clark Fork once more. The march was continued u> that
stream sogthward past the vicinity of the oresent Deer Lodge,
vontana, and Warmsprings to Deer Lodse Pass. On November 10, 1831,
the bricade croesed thls easy gap and entered the “issourl River
drainage, where it Yad no legal ri~ht to trap or trade. Funting
continued, however, &s the party reached tﬁe 3ig Fole River and
worked it way downstream to about Iive miles below the present

velrose., Leaving the Big Hole, work led his men southward to the
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Beaverhead River near the ramed Lewis and Clark and fur-trader
landmark, Beaverhead Rock, downsteam from the present Dillon.
By that time many of the smeller streams were closed by ice,
and trapping was largely unproductive. Grass [or the horses had been
scarce, but buffalo »rovided enouch food for the men. Work proceeded
a short distance up the Beaverhead, going slowly to take advantage of
somne good grass which had escaped the bufalo, Blackieet were seen
as was exsected, since one of t»eir main routes of travel passed
this way. "There is little necessity for our hurrying on," Work
commentsi., "as the d:znger from the Elackfeet 1s the same wherever
we can go."505
while the brigade was camred near the present Dillon on the
night of November 23-24, a band of Blackfeet attacked the men guarding
the horses and attemcted to stampeed the herd. Disaster was prevented
by the brave action of 2 ruard named Champagne, who succeeded 1n
turning the animels. At the same time the Indians fired into the
| main camp, but they retreated when Work discharsed his cannon in
tveir direction. One of the ruards was.dangerously wounded during
the ‘ray but eventually recovered.
The march was continued on November 27. The com:any moved up
the Beaverhead River to the site of the oresent Amstead, Yontana,
From there the route was wasterly up Horse °rairie Creek and 1ts
upser waters, On December 11, a few mlles west of the cresent
Brenner, a party o7 Blackfeect was observed near cambd. Some of Work's

mern went in pursuit and drove the Indlans into a willow thicket where
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they could not b2 seen., The tranpers rvoured Jire into the hiding
nlace all day long, but when nisht came the natlves escaped, though
nerhaps not without casualtles.

On December 15, Orden's band crossed Lemhi Pass, leaving the
**4ssouri drainage berind. The Lemhi River, = branch of the ESalmon,
was soon reached. Work had hoved to find buffalo in this region, but
neither the Tlatheads nor the American tranpers who were along the
Salmon in force were doing much more than staylng alilve. Disgusted,
Work turned couthward up the Lemhi. By New Year's Day, 1832, the
cold weather had moderated, and buffslo became more olentiful. Work
allowed his men to rest ror the holiday and enjoy the "dram and some
cakes" he pascsed out in the morning.

From the sencral vicinity of the present Leadore, Idzho, Work
once more turned northeastward, and on January 5, 1832, he recrosced
the Continental Divide throurh Bannock Pass and was ageln on the
urper waters of the “issnuril Rive;ﬁand in United States territory.
He was now back on Yorse “rairie Creck, which he descended to the
narrows near the rresent Brenner., Fere the British and some Flathead
Indizns with them pot into a fire fight with about twenty Blackfeet.
The latter retreated into the seme thicket thst hzd sheltered their
fellow tribesmen in late Kovember; and as in that case the quarry
escaped during the night, Vork marveled that most of them got away
unscathed. "The willows were comrletely lashed with the balls," he

noted. He rerrettzd that the "whde of them" had not been killed.sos

Work's objective now was to find buf<elo to prrovide rrovisions

for the homeward Jjourney. After =2 short detour up Red Rock Creek,

1’
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he retraced his "211 track. zoing d-wn the Bezverhead to below today's
Dillon. Buffalo were ancountered ia large numbers in the reglon, and
much meat was obtained. But also the Blackfoot ralders became bold
end troublesome. On two succescive nights they managed to get away
with horses. ~Finally, at dawn on January 30, while the brizade
seemingly was camped on Birch Creek, about three hundred Blackfeet,
yelling and [iring thgtr guns, attacked. The trapoers and the Indians
who were traveling with them returned the fire so effectlvely that
the Elackfeet nulled back to the woods and hills surrounding the camp.
A brisk fire was 2uchanged until ﬂoon. when the attackers left the
field. Vork thourht 1t the beﬁter nart of valor not to pursue such
a numerous force. The defenders lost one Flathead Indian killed and .
three natives wounded, one trazoer fatally wounded and another
seriously wounded, and Work's "little W[alla] W[alla] I.nl]d(ian]
house-keeper" d=ncerously wounded.so7 Another man and Work himself
were sligzhtly wounded.

The Blackfeet continued to steal horses. "They were so
numerous," the bourgzols later told a friend, "I was able to make
no hunt."508 It was qulte evident that the Blacklezst had forgotten
the lesson given them by V¥cDonald in 1823; they were now-attacking
the British and the Americans indiscriminately.

Giving up the unorofitable struggle aralneil these foes and
arainst the snows and severe cold of the upper “issourl, Work turned
back and slowly followed »is c=th back across Bannock Pass to the

Lemhi Velley. The Lemhi was re=ched on March 10, 1832,
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Work's immedizte nezd wae for bufalo mcat, but hils horses
were B0 ﬁorn down trat the men frequently could not get close to
their quarry. Durinc the bricade's msrch northward down the Lemhi,
a youth of the party ate smoe hemlock root by mistake and died. A
short distance from the mouth of the Lemhli Work turned west and
crosced over to Salmon River, which he struck about six miles south
nf the present city of Salmon.

At t>1s point a "small skin canoe" was bullt or otherwise
obtained, and on March 26 four men started down Salmon Rlver bound
for Fort Tez Percds. "It is eipected they will make a good hunt, "
Work wrote in kis journal, "as thls vart of the river is not known
to hzve ever bea2n hunted by whites." Work had the imoression that
"Iawis and Clark passed down this in canoes."?9?9 He had forgotten,
1f he ever knew, that Clark had scouted down this MRiver of Yo
Return” and had decided arainst braving its learsome rapids. This
rash venture ended in disaster. Two of the men were drowned, and
the other two, who were walkins- along the shore when the canoe was
wrecked, finally reached Valla Walla "quite naked."510

Work and the main party nroce=ded upstream through the Salmon
River Gorge tn the hnt spring near the present Challls, Id=ho. fth
Then thes bricade left the Salmon and traveled southeast to Biz Lost
River. It *ad been Work's intentlon to cross westward to the uprer
2ie wood River, but there was ton much snow or the intervening
mountains., Thus he descend=d Bis Lost Rlver, movins slowly to trap

and hunt buffalo, and then passed westward along the base of the

mountains at the northern ed-e of the Snake ?lalns. The yields of
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beaver were ressonably good coneidering how intensively this area

hed been trapped. At Big Wood River there wes still too much snow

+o cross the mountains to the uoper Salmon drainare, so Work decided

to attempt an aporoach from the southwest. "Perhaps we may find

enother road by Read's River [Boise River] to cross the mountains,”

te remarked in his journal. "Phe head of Read's River 1s not known

to have ever been trapped by whites, end ie said to be rich 1n peaver.">'!
Continuing westward to Camas Prairie, Work turned northward and

resched Little Smoky and Big Smoky Rlvers, in the drainage of Bolse

River. The men complained that beaver were "yery scarce, for a new count-

ry which this may be considered to be." From Indians Work learned

thrat the only pass in the mountains to the northaasgbyashby“hhehSduth Fork

of Boise River, which still lay to the westward. Moving to the latter

stream above its junction with the Big Smoky, Worked climbed 2 nearby

seak from which he could see to the northward "a continustgon of

rugged mountains covered with snow" -- the Sawtooth Range.512
On May 24, 18%2, four men were sent out to scout a way across

the range and tn see "what sort of a country 1g ghead of them." They

returned the next day to revort that a passable route had been found,

although there was =till considerable snow. "on the opnosite side,”

they said, "there is a pretty extensive valley" watered by a "pretty

large stream." They had reached Sawtooth Valley, and what was more

they had each caught two beaver there.513
On Sunday, “ay 27, the party was on the move a 1little after day-

light. Travellng through snow the greater part of the day, they |

nrobably ascended Vienna Creek and crossed the sumnit into Smiley
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Creek. An Indian trail is known tn have led that way.514

When the u»»er Cawtoothr Valley was reached, Work was quick to
nbeerve that the small willows along the river were "of too small &
size to promise beaver." 3Before the long day was over this judgment
was confirmed:‘ Traps were set, but few beaver were taken. Slgns
were found confirming revorts that Americans and Flath=2ads had
hunted there during the summer. "Thus we find the country which we
exvected tc find new and rich is nelther, and does not answer the
account :iven of it by the Indians," the leader blitterly commented
in his journal.515

The brigade proceeded down Sawtooth Valley to the vicinity of
the present Upper Stanley. Trials on neighboring streams proved
thet either there were no besver or that the Americans had malte a
clean sweev of the veluable animals. Concluding that the Salmon
River region had been exhausted as far as beaver were concerned.

Wwork decided to hread for home.

On June 4 the =ntire company racked u» and moved westward,
probably past Capve Yorn and across the very low divide to the Eear
Valley drainage.516 From there they beat a way westward across the
Payette aﬁd Welser drainages, suffering much from a scarclty of game
end from having to cut trails through dénse woods. By June 19 the
men had consumned all theilr orovisions, and horses began to be killed
for food. Only as the Snake River was nsared were they able to trade
a few provisions from the natives,

The brigade reached the Snake River "about midway between

Payette's and Waser Rivers," on June 27. Work "immediately" put
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ocrupied in crocssins the people, bargage, and horses to the west
cide of the stream. A Comnany mule and some oroverty were lost in
the process,

On June 30 VWork detached eigzht men under C, Plante to hunt on
the Malheur River, the urper Sibvies River., and on thé headwaters of
Crooked River. He geve them twenty-four days to reach Walla walla.
The main company went down the Snake a few miles to Burmt River, which
wae ascended to its upper waters., The party then crossed to the
tributaries of John Dey River. Fere & trapper named Soteaux became
lost and desnite intensive search by members of the brigade was not
found. TLater in the year ¥Work heard trat the missing man had been
murdered by the Sﬂakes.517

From the uvnner waters of the John Day, Work crossed the mountains
northward and reached Fort Nez “ercés on July 19, 1832, The varlous
detsched varties stragrled ir during the next day or two. On ﬁis
arrival, Work razceived confirm=tion of Indé&n rovorts that two of
the four men he had sent on the foolhardy venture down the Salmon
River had been drowned.

A few days were svent at Walla Walla settlling accounts with the
men, storing their bagrage, and gumming boats for the voyage down
the Columbia to the devot., On the morning of July 25 VWork embarked
with thirty men and by dint of hard driving reached Fort Vancouver
nn the afternoon of July 27, 1832.518

The results of Work's 1831-1R32 exnedition verged on the

disestrous. McLoughlin described the fur returns zas "very poqr.'519



3 e T s

182

Six "uropeans hai been lost -- four killed by Indlans, two drowned =-=-

and one had been "disabled for Life." One Indian with the party

2lso died of wounds inflicted by the Blackfest. Out of 329 horses

brought from Walla Walla or acquired on the way, 114 were lost,

xilled for food, died of fatigue or cold, or were otherwise missing.220
But McLoughlin defend=d Work's leadership of the expedition.

"I am satisfied," he told the Committee, "he did the utmost that

could possibly be done." Vork himself, McLoughlin added, had

suggested going to the Clark Fork region, "the only place where

there are Beaver in any quantity on this side of the Mountains,"

Since the Snake drainage was cleared of beaver, 1t was consldered

desirsble to cive that region a rzst., For that reason, the "Big

Doctor" imoli=d and im spite of the fact that the party was belleved

too weak to onerate in Blackfoot territory, "I zllowed hime to go;

% when 1t is considered he was well aware o7 the dznger . . . the

Sirmness % z-al with which he vrosecuted the ettemot, entitle him

n520 The Columbia manager acpesre to have avolded

522

to my approbation,
mentioning that Work had hunted esst of the Continental Divide.
As for VWork, he seems to have been content to have returned
alive. "I am happy in being able to inform you that I enjoy good
health,"™ he told a friend, "and am yet blessed with the possesslon
of my scalp which is rather more than I rad reason to expect."523
Although Vork's two expeditions had demonstreted quite con-
clusively that the Snake Country was almost ruined as a trapping
pround, ¥cLoughlin was not nrevared to abandon it or the Snake

exn2ditions entirely; n=2ither was he resdy to renlace Work as thelr
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leader. Ac earlv as March 14, 1832, he told Chief Trader Francis
Heron at Fort Colvile to comply with Work's "usual Reocuisition" as
fully as possible and to forward the supplies to ¥Walla Walla.Sa#
And on July 1 he requested Cl=rk Pierre Pambrun at Fort Nez Percée
to trade as many horses as he could and to assist Work to the
fullest extent of his ebility.”2° And on July 2, in a letter sent
shead to meet Work at Walla Walla, he said: "If you have found no
rlace to Hmploy your men this ensuing Winter -- I think we will be
obliged to send them to the Bonaventure [Sacramento] Valley -- at
the same time it is unnecessary to say any thine to the men . . . .
thourh we can come to no d2cision on the subject ti1ll I see you."526
After Work and VcLoughlin discuessed the future route at Fort
Vanccuver, it was decided to take another try at the Snake Country,
but only that part of it bordering the Humboldt River. If no. rich
hauls of beaver were made there, Work was to move on to the Sacramento

527 Work himself seems to have had in mind

River in California,
"oroceeding round" from the Humboldt "to the S. branch" [the San
Joaquin River] and descending 1t "to the he=d of the Bay of st.
Francisco."D28
McLoupghlin was a bit less definite in the written gnstructlons
he handed to ¥Vork =zt Fort Vancouver on Ausust 17, 1832. "You will
sroceed with the party under your charge, either to the Snake Country
or to the Bonaventura Valley as from the information you will acquire
on the Route you may deem most edvieable . . . . If you meet Hichel

Taframboise [irn cherece of the Comrany's Southern Bricade] you will

ascume the Direction o~ the two narties,"229
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On thet seme day Work left the denot to Join his men who were
enjoying their regale a few miles upriver. "I am eoing to start
with my regmuffin freemsn to the southward towards the Spanish
cettlements with what success I cannot say,” he wrote to e friend.2>>0
Soon the gossip among the Columbia officers was that this =apedition
would mark the "last year of the [Snake] narty."531

The next morning the brirade of twenty-six men got under way
in earnest, ornceeding un the Columbia in three bosts, Fort Nez
Percés was reached on Ausust 24 and 25. The following few days
were spent distributing the crovisions, leather lodses, horse agrés
[horse "“urniture"], and the horses. But when this task was completed
the exjedition experienced a further delay. 4 number cf the people
had been taken 111 with malaria at Fort Vancouver, but instead of
recovering at Walla Walla as they had a year earlier they seemed to
becone worse, and an infectlous disease which Work called a "severe
cold" soread throurh the certy. Cteveral more deys were spent
waelting for the sick to rescover, but the season was becoming late
and a start finsl’y had to be mad2 on Seciember 6 even though a
number of the neonle were still nearly incavacitated.

Frangnis Payette, a veteran of the Columbia fur trade and a-
regular Company em~loyee, had been designated as second in command
of the exceditlon by Yclouphlin and was to take charge if anything
untoward should happen to Work. But Payette was so 111 that he had
to be left behind at Walla walla., When word of this misfortune
rezched the "Big Doctor," he fell into despalr. There was now no

one 1n the bricade capable of taking charge should Work be incapacitated,



